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FortheRecord
The Beacon News tries to be 
accurate and fair in every story 
it publishes. When a mistake 
occurs, we want to fix it. To re-
port errors, call Associate Edi-
tor John Russell at 844-5902.

■ The original building that 
housed Yorkville Congrega-
tional Church United Church 
of Christ — now home to Cha-
pel on the Green, 107 W. Cen-
ter St., Yorkville — is owned 
by the Kendall County Histor-
ical Society. This was incor-
rect in a church prof i le 
p u b l i s h e d  F r i d a y .
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Brandl, Norman E., 65, Yor-
kville

Cheek, Ruth M., 80, Aurora
Counts, Roger Lee, 58, former-

ly Aurora
Davidson, Stephanie S., 61, Mi-

nooka
Gates, Michael Lee, 47, former-

ly Somonauk
Hayerman, Meridath L., 96, Au-

rora
Nelson, Donald David, 82, Bata-

via
Sheridan, Kenneth
Smith, Carla Dillow, 53
Sorenson, Jackie, 47, Mont-

gomery
Unruh, Kenneth C., 77, Mont-

gomery

Wiggins steps aside 
from Kane GOP post
BEACON NEWS STAFF

In response to negative com-
ments made against him by the 
Jim Oberweis campaign, Kane 
County Republican Party Chair-
man Dennis Wiggins has an-
nounced he will take a leave of 
absence.

Bill Pascoe, a spokesman for 
Oberweis, a 14th Congressional 
District Republican candidate, 
asked for Wiggins’ resignation 
earlier this week after the chair-
man accepted a paid position 
with Sen. Chris Lauzen’s cam-
paign. Lauzen also is running in 
the 14th District.

In a press release issued 
Wednesday evening, Wiggins 
announced his leave of absence, 
which will be in effect until Feb. 
6, 2008. The chairman said he 
had intentions of resigning when 
he joined Lauzen’s campaign, “to 
make a clean break” with the 
issue of accepting the position.

However, after being attacked, 
Wiggins said such a resignation 
would be admission of error. In-

stead, Wiggins will step down 
temporarily while working with 
the Lauzen campaign.

“I hope that this decision ends 
the negative posturing from the 
Oberweis campaign and returns 
this race to a discussion of the 
issues ...” Wiggins said.

Pascoe had said that because 
Wiggins took the job with 
Lauzen after talking to the Ober-
weis campaign about a similar 
position, Wiggins “sold himself 
to the highest bidder.”

“Republican County chairmen 
shouldn’t be serving as paid staff 
on any champaign at any level,” 
Pascoe said.

In his release, Wiggins wrote 
that Oberweis still has “hard 
feelings and sour grapes over his 
(2006) defeat.” Wiggins beat 
Oberweis by tens of thousands 
of votes in the 2006 election for 
party chairman.

He announced to township 
committee chairmen last week 
that he will take the $5,000 a 
month paid position with the 
Lauzen campaign.

COPLEY
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Web site.
It was Alderman Stephanie Ki-

fowit, who represents the 3rd 
Ward in which the old hospital 
sits, who raised the issue this 
week. She contacted Revere 
Healthcare offi cials in September, 
asking questions about their 
plans, and was referred to Dr. 
Nayak. This was the first time, 
she said, she had heard Nayak’s 
name in an authoritative capacity 
regarding the property.

City offi cials have pointed to Re-
vere as the face of the trust since 
September 2006, when the com-
pany held a press conference to 
discuss plans for the site. However, 
Tim McGonegle, the lawyer who 
represented the Nayaks through 
the sale, said this week that Revere 
was never the owner of the prop-
erty but served as a development 
consultant to the Nayaks. 

McGonegle said plans for the 
site include an outpatient surgery 
center, medical offi ces and senior 
housing.

“They need time to get their 
development in order before com-
ing to the city of Aurora with 
plans,” McGonegle said.

Neither Nayak nor Revere CEO 
Grant Shumway could be reached 
for comment.

For months, city offi cials have 
touted the two decades of experi-
ence Revere Healthcare has in the 
medical fi eld. Formed in 1985, the 
company has offered consulting, 
business and management ser-
vices in more than 40 states.

But it is Nayak’s background, 
as well as his identity, that has re-
mained unknown. That concerns 
Kifowit, who said she was hoping 
for more concrete plans, and more 
communication between the own-
ers and the residents, in the past 
six months.

“It seems like we’re going down 
the same path with a different 
owner,” she said, referring to the 
decade of inaction by the former 
property owners, Guiding Light. 
“It’s been six months, we’ve seen 
minimal correspondence and no 
plans. It’s disappointing.”

City offi cials said that since tak-
ing ownership of the property in 
February, the Nayaks have spent 
more than $250,000 on landscap-
ing and indoor renovations. The 
city is in negotiations with the 
owners to provide park space on 
the property as well.

“The point,” Weisner said, “is 
that we fi nally have someone de-

veloping the thing.”
But the secrecy surrounding 

the owners has Kifowit concerned. 
Like Weisner, she would like to 
see something productive done 
with the site, and she believes the 
key to achieving that is to commu-
nicate with the people in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods, and fi nd 
out what use would best serve the 
community.

“The key is working with the 
residents,” she said, “and I haven’t 
seen that kind of communication 
yet.”

Nayak’s background with this 
type of project is extensive. In ad-
dition to the surgical center, he 
owns several health-care facilities 
throughout Illinois and Indiana. 
Last year, Nayak opened Hind 
General Hospital in Hobart, Ind., 
which now employs more than 
200 people from the surrounding 
community.

That project was a redevelop-
ment, similar to the old Copley 
property. Nayak purchased a di-
lapidated medical building, reha-
bilitated it and opened it for 
business. According to Mc-
Gonegle, Mayor Linda Buzinec of 
Hobart wrote a letter in support of 
the Nayaks when they were nego-
tiating for the old Copley site.

Weisner pointed out that very 
few developers for the old hospital 
site have come along during the 
10-plus years since Rush-Copley 
Medical Center relocated to Route 
34.

He said he met Raghuveer 
Nayak through his association 
with the Indian-American com-
munity, and when searching for 
developers for the site, his name 
came up.

Weisner has previously said he 
was involved with the deal “since 
day one,” but now says his contri-
butions were limited to bringing 
the Nayaks to the table  and work-
ing to resolve the schism on the 
Guiding Light board. He said he 
was not involved in the negotia-
tions and, though he was aware of 
the $5,000 campaign contribution, 
it did not infl uence his decision to 
ask Nayak to look at the property.

“The campaign contribution 
had nothing to do with this deal,” 
he said.

The Nayaks are frequent con-
tributors to political campaigns. 
Since 1999, they have given more 
than $83,000 to mostly Democrat-
ic candidates, according to cam-
paign fi nance Web sites.

Weisner said he will not benefi t 
personally from this deal. Rather, 
he said, the community will see a 
run-down property restored and 
rehabilitated.

VERDICT
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because of the threat to his 
sister.

“This gang thing is a smoke-
screen,” he said. “It ’s not 
there.”

In the end, the jury didn’t 
believe Hernandez’s version, 
and he was the only person 
who testifi ed about the circum-
stances of the shooting.

After the verdict was read, 
Torres’ fam-
i l y  a n d 
friends 
hu g ge d i n 
the hallway. 
They 
clapped 
when C a r -
r o l l  c a m e 
out, and he 
responded 
with a small 
bow.

Torres 
was not im-
mediately released — he is 
awaiting sentencing on a sepa-
rate 2006 aggravated battery 
case.

Carroll said it was a mis-
take to bring charges in Diep-
pa’s murder af ter 10 years 
and insinuated the sweep was 
done for political motives.

“It certainly makes good 
press,” he said.

Kane County State’s Attor-
ney John Barsanti said it would 
be “silly” not to bring charges 
when a grand jur y found 
enough evidence to indict Tor-
res.

“This was something that 
the Aurora Police Depart-
ment worked on for years and 
years and brought to us,” Bar-
santi said. “What do you do at 
that point? Back away? Back 
away because you think you 
might lose? I think that ’s ir-
responsible.”

The effect this verdict will 
have on other cases is murky. 
Each case is separate, and juries 
are not supposed to consider 
evidence from other trials.

But prosecutors will face 
the same challenges — wit-
nesses with baggage, shaky 
memories and complicated 
motivations.

They’ll also face the same 
attorney — Carroll is hired on 
four other cold cases — and 
the same witness. Hernandez 
is expected to testify in five 
cases.

Barsanti knew the trials 
would be diffi cult and under-
stood they might lose some.

“If there was a smoking gun, 
we would have charged it (in 
1997),” he said. “In every one 
of these cases I have confi-
dence that we have proof be-
yond a reasonable doubt. We 
believe in what the Aurora po-
lice have done. You have to 
stay aggressive.”

Barsanti said his offi ce will 
examine this trial for lessons 
to be learned or different tac-
tics to take in future trials. 
Even after a tough day, Bar-
santi had no regrets.

“Not one,” he said.

mhanley@scn1.com
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paper. “Unlike Britney’s place, 
his seven-bedroom mansion is a 
real home for him and his chil-
dren.”

Narain, who moved to Los An-
geles more than four years ago 
to pursue a modeling and acting 
career, admitted to Britain’s 
News of the World that K-Fed 
told her he once saw Britney 
breast-feed her son while she 
was drunk.

“I’d see her walking around 
the house guzzling vodka and 
Coke and looking very tipsy,” 
Narain recounted Federline as 
saying. “Then a few moments 
later, I saw her pick up (son) 

Jayden and start breast-feeding 
him. That sent me up the wall.”

She said K-Fed told her that he 
yelled at the former pop prin-
cess, “If you really wanna drink, 
then make sure the baby gets 
bottled milk, not yours.”

Narain, who once admitted to 
The Beacon News that she loved 
“being in the public light; every 
bit of exposure helps,” is not with-
out controversy herself.

The last time she made head-
lines was in 2005, when a Los 
Angeles Superior Court judge 
extended a temporary restrain-
ing order, barring Narain from 
marketing a sex tape she made 
with then-boyfriend Farrell.

The Chicago Sun Times 
contributed to this report.
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      The
sweet life  
Fox Valley natives turn a passion for art 
into cupcake creations.  Voice

Coming Friday

 The Beacon News
A Sun-Times Media Group publication

Office
101 S. River St., Aurora, IL 60506
Lobby hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.   
Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

Newspaper delivery
Customer service 
  (630) 844-5800 or (800) 244-5844; e-

mail customerservice@scn1.com. 
Customer service hours
6:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. weekdays
7 a.m. - 11 a.m. Saturdays
8-11 a.m. Sundays and holidays
Home delivery times
6:30 a.m. weekdays
8 a.m. weekends and holidays 

If you do not receive your paper by 
our delivery deadline, please call 
customer service before 10 a.m. 
weekdays (or 11 a.m. weekends) and 
we will deliver your paper by noon.

Pricing
Home delivery: $3.25 weekly; $2.25  
Friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus 
intermittent holiday issues). Mail 
subscriptions: $4 weekly. Newsstand 
prices: 50 cents daily, $1.50 Sunday.

Advertising
Display advertising
Mike Bertok, manager
Call (630) 844-5859 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.

Classified advertising: 
Deb Ryan, classified manager
Call (630) 264-3550 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.
Email us at: ilclassified@scn1.com
For legal ads: legals@scn1.com
Recruitment ads: 
recruitment@scn1.com

On-line advertising: 
Call (815) 439-4377
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.

Vice president/Advertising, 
Sun-Times News Group 
Robert Wall, vice president
Call (630) 844-5843.

Obituaries 
Call (630) 801-5401 between 8 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. weekdays or 3 to 6:30 p.m. 
weekends and holidays. 
Email us at: obits@scn1.com.

Newsroom
Rick Nagel, Editor/Publisher
(630) 844-5840; 
Denise Crosby, Managing Editor
(630) 844-5870

Main newsroom number: (630) 844-
5900; Fax: (630) 844-1043

Send e-mail to staff members at:
first initial last name@scn1.com
Example: jrussell@scn1.com 

Like to suggest a story or photo for any 
section? 
Call Associate Editor John Russell (630) 
844-5902
To submit a press release for any 
section: Call Community News 
Editor Janet Zohorsky or Service Editor 
Brian Pitt at (630) 844-5900; e-mail 
beaconourtowns@scn1.com
Local news editors: Associate Editor John 
Russell (630) 844-5902; Opinions Editor 
Dave Parro (630) 801-5495
Reporters:  Heather Gillers (630) 844-
5966; Matt Hanley (630) 801-5414; 
Steve Lord (630) 844-5926; Christine 
Moyer (630) 844-5955;  Andre Salles 
(630) 844-5845; Tim Wagner (630) 801-
5487; Rowena Vergara (630) 844-5963; 
Erika Wurst (630) 844-5003
Photographers: Photo Editor Marianne 
Mather (630) 801-5413; Photographers 
Heather Eidson, Craig Watson and Travis 
Haughton (intern), (630) 844-5803
Voice: Associate Editor Mike Cetera 
(630) 844-5853
Business, Entertainment, and Special 
Sections: Sections Editor Dan Waitt (630) 
844-5829 
Editors and designers:  News Editor Tom 
Johnson (630) 844-5888; Design Editor 
Jennifer Mesenbrink (630) 844-5886; 
Jeff Frosch (630) 844-5892; Michael 
Lush (630) 844-5887; Evan McLaughlin, 
(630) 844-5894; Brad Melges (630) 844-
5962; Caralyn Prueser (630) 844-5927; 
Charlotte Gillette (630) 844-5893; P. 
Joseph Gillette (630) 844-5820; Bryan 
Noonan (630) 844-5885
Sports: Sports Editor Todd Adams (630) 
844-5954; Assistant Sports Editor 
Jason Bauman (630) 801-5491; Rick 
Armstrong (630) 844-5912; Mike Knapp 
(630) 844-5911; Jim Owcarski, (630) 
844-5878; John Sahly, (630) 844-5936; 
Shawn Harvey (630) 844-5930; Alan 
Ferguson (630) 844-5906

Web site
www.beaconnewsonline.com
Online content specialist: 
Joseph DeRosier (630) 
844-5957

Beacon Blog
http://blogs.
suburbanchicagonews.com/
beaconblog/

CLICK
TO IT

Fernando 
Dieppa Jr., 
killed in 1997

Keynote Speaker
Connie Payton

The Walter and
Connie Payton
Foundation is a
nonprofit charity
supporting the

Illinois Department
of Children and
Family Services'

care for thousands
of orphaned, aban-

doned, and neg-
lected children. The

Foundation also
includes cancer
awareness and

organ donor
initiatives.

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL EVENING OF

"Women Celebrating Women"
To Benefit The Walter & Connie Payton Foundation

An Evening of Shopping
to Support the Walter & Connie

Payton Foundation
STYLE SHOWS • RAFFLE PRIZES
WINE • APPETIZERS • DESSERT

Thursday, November 15th
5:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Sponsored by:
Editions Sportswear & Jacqueline Dresses,

A Division of American Male & Co.
27 Main Street • Downtown Oswego

DONATE $25 & RECEIVE A
$25 GIFT CERTIFICATE

RSVP by November 12th

American Male & Co.
will donate 10% of the evening's sales to the

Walter & Connie Payton Foundation
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