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Man on a mission

HE'S ONLY 24, BUT ADAM FLORZAK HAS A LOT TO SAY — AND PEOPLE ARE STARTING TO LISTEN

From the storyteller

I'll admit it — I sent Adam
Florzak’s first e-mail straight to
my “delete” file.

A young guy? Obsessed with
Social Security? I thought he
just had to be a wacko.

Not true at all. When I first sat
down with Adam, I was blown
away by both his determination
and his amazing familiarity with
the technical aspects of Social
Security and pensions. He is
also committed to his planin a
way few people, especially
younger people, are capable of.

What’s even more amazing is
that all this knowledge is self-
taught. In that
way, Adam re-
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young man boards a train for Washington, holding a plan he truly believes
can make this country great again.

This isn’t a scene from an old Frank Capra movie. It’s Adam Florzak’s life.

Florzak is 24 years old, and hell-bent on reforming Social Security and the pension system.
Most recently a welder at the Caterpillar plant in Oswego Township, Florzak never finished col-
lege, but has a formidably thorough understanding of government trust funds, effective interest
rates, complex financial models and other components of the tangled maze of Social Security.

What’s even more unusual — people are starting to listen.

“I'm in it for the long haul, I'm going to make it happen,” Florzak said. “Even though it’s been
slow, the debate keeps moving in my direction.”

At first glance, it’s easy to write this young man off as a crazy. But spend a few minutes hear-
ing what he has to say and it’s tough to discredit him. Quiet intensity radiates from Florzak,
even in the few photos of him on his Web site. He also has an utter comprehension of Social Se-
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his local elected officials. When
that didn’t work, he faxed all 535
members of Congress, one by one.

The phone company cancelled
his service and Florzak estimated
he got maybe four responses.

“It wasn’t the most efficient
means of communication,” he al-
lowed. “But I got the job done.”

Six and a half feet tall and slim

But on his Web journal, www.
pactamerica.com, the occasional
personal note creeps in among his
tales of the sometimes slow, often
frustrating quest for recognition.

Growing up, Florzak lived in
Wheaton, spent a year at Oswego
High School, then transferred to
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ment in 16-hour bursts when he
was between jobs. Some nights he
would wake up at 4 a.m., start typ-
ing and look up to see it was almost
midnight. Six weeks later, he had
finished his report, complete with
financial models.

He discounts the doomsday mod-
els of Social Security that have
made headlines this year, because

FACES OF HOPE RESIDE AT HESED HOUSE
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expressive eyes that flash with in- southern L.A. She’s  who are here, the more I realize just i account with her.
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important point. House now, appre-  tragedy strikes and there is no safety call (630) 897-2156 ian citizen, his children were not eligi-
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voice. and her two small grandchildren, was living a comfort- 60 Minutes program that touted this of her age and the fact she had been
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“I'don’t think that anymore.”
This change of heart has come at a
high cost for the 58-year-old grand-

the ranks of this nation’s most vulner-
able.
Cathy is not your typical homeless

as a financial consultant.
Her daughter, who took his death
hard, suffered an emotional break-

and spiraling downward emotionally,
decided she could no longer cope as a
mother to her two oldest children,

House, where she and her two young
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