
News

FortheRecord
The Beacon News tries to be 
accurate and fair in every story 
it publishes. When a mistake 
occurs, we want to fix it. To re-
port errors, call Associate Edi-
tor John Russell at 844-5902.

■ A story Tuesday about the 
Wal-Mart proposal in North 
Aurora, incorrectly identifi ed 
Village President John Hansen 
as Mark Hansen. The Com-
mittee of the Whole meeting 
was held Monday night.

RecentDeaths
Obituaries / Page A9

Alvarez, Diego Daniel, 15, 
Aurora

Busby, Theda A., 76, formerly 
St. Charles

Casper, Cecelia M., 71, 
Yorkville

Foltz, Riley D., 70, 
Montgomery

Grant, William F. Sr., 74, 
Sandwich

Kindelberger, Esther, 78, 
formerly Aurora

Palmer, Julia C., 93, Aurora
Pavlak, Sharon L., 61, Oswego

CROSBY
From page A1

 I pulled out my old trumpet, 
the one I played all the way 
through high school, and sug-
gested it was the first step to 
someday joining Bon Jovi’s 
band.

Week after week after week, 
he faithfully toted that thing to 
and from school. What a good 
boy, his proud mama thought 
— until she found out it was all 
a charade, that he had stopped 
taking lessons a month earlier 
but was too scared to tell me.

Undeterred, two years later I 
dragged the trumpet out of the 
basement again for my third 
offspring — a girl who had no 
aspirations to rock ‘n’ roll or 
ESPN greatness. I was elated: 
She played all the way through 
eighth grade, and I wanted 
badly to believe it wasn’t be-
cause of the cute red-headed 
boy who occupied first chair.

As it turns out, that was the 
musical pinnacle in our family. 
Child 4 admitted years later he 
never blew one note during all 
those beginner band concerts. 
Children 5 and 6, having 
learned well from their sib-
lings, didn’t even bother bring-
ing home the note about the in-
troductory band meetings.

All of which left poor mom 
feeling a miserable failure. 
That’s why, when Jamie and 
Jason Palmer came in last week 
to talk about the Fox Valley 
Academy of Music Perfor-
mance, I saw a chance for vindi-
cation — by becoming a cheer-
leader for this couple’s efforts 
to foster an orchestra, along 
with vital youth programs, in 
the Fox Valley.

I’ll start off by stating that 
the advantages of music in 
early-childhood development 
— particularly speech — are 
well-documented. But music 
also can help children learn 
math because when kids learn 
rhythm, they are also learning 
ratios, fractions and propor-
tions.

And research also suggests 
music not only enhances social 
skills, it seems to help improve 
the ability to reason abstractly, 
which is probably why so many 
engineers, technical designers 
and CEOs are practicing musi-
cians.

In addition, most teachers 
will tell you music encourages 
self-expression and self-confi-
dence. And it teaches kids how 
to work in a school environ-
ment without resorting to vio-
lent or other bad behavior. 
(How many fistfights have you 
seen in the music room?).

I could go on and on, but I 
won’t — except to say that 
years of trumpet benefited my 
own career. Music is about 
rhythm and movement and ex-
pression. As far as I’m con-
cerned, all three are vital for 
anyone who wants to be a seri-
ous writer.

The problem is, funding cuts 
have dilapidated many music 
programs in our schools, not 
just here in the Fox Valley, but 
all across the nation. That, in 
turn, hurts all of us — for if we 
are not fostering an apprecia-
tion of music at a young age, we 
certainly can’t expect it to blos-
som in our communities on any 
level.

And then there’s the passion 
that music fosters ... passion 
that is evident in the Palmers, 
who are pouring their hearts 
and souls — not to mention 
their own dollars — into keep-
ing the academy and the fledg-
ling Fox Valley Philharmonic 
alive.

Pure and simple, they need 
help ASAP. Make plans for your 
family to attend American Voic-
es, the second Fox Valley Phil-
harmonic concert. Or even bet-
ter, make a donation to the Fox 
Valley Academy of Music Per-
formance.

It’s a great way to help make 
this community a better place 
to live  — not to mention ap-
peasing a little parental guilt.

dcrosby@scn1.com

FAMILY
From page A1

Police say a member of the 
family in that SUV is responsible, 
but they have said Christopher 
Vaughn isn’t a suspect now.

Since the slayings, Susan Phil-
lips, Kimberly’s mother, and a 
number of family and friends 
have maintained Kimberly 
wouldn’t do such a thing. Family 
also have said they don’t believe 
Christopher is capable of such 
violence.

Now the Vaughns and Phil-
lipses, both of the St. Charles 
area, say through representa-
tives they’re leaving the investi-
gation up to detectives in the 
Chicago area as they prepare to 
bury their loved ones in St. 
Charles, Mo., where Kimberly 
and Christopher met, married 
and started their family.

It was Kimberly’s mother 
who last week suggested to 
Christopher that her daughter 
and children be buried at 
home.

Services are being planned at 

New Hope Presbyterian Church 
in St. Charles, where Kimberly 
and her parents were founding 
members and the couple’s three 
children were baptized.

“Kimberly’s parents, Del and 
Susan Phillips, remain active 
members of our congregation 
and have been surrounded by 
the love and support of this faith 
community in the face of this un-
speakable tragedy,” New Hope’s 
pastor, the Rev. Christopher Q. 
James, said in a statement.

In a recent interview, Kim-
berly’s mother said the congre-
gation and prayer have been 
sources of strength, as they 
were for her daughter, who 
made sure her children attend-
ed Sunday school classes over 
the years.

“This is home,” Susan Phillips 
said in a weekend interview. 
Church members, she said, 
stopped by the family’s home as 
a show of support.

Visitation will be from 3 to 8 
p.m. Friday at Baue Funeral 
Home in St. Charles. A memorial 
service is planned for 1 p.m. Sat-
urday at New Hope Presbyterian 
Church.

TICKETS
From page A1

not revenue generation,” Ergo 
wrote in an e-mail response. 
“While $1.3 million is certainly 
a signifi cant amount of money, 
traffi c ticket fi nes are not one of 
our major revenue sources. ... If 
this revenue source does not per-
form to expectations in 2007, it 
will not negatively impact other 
city operations.”

Ergo said the city maintains a 
balance in its operations fund 
that allows the budget to handle 
inconsistent revenue sources, 
such as traffi c tickets.

Aurora police union president 
Wayne Biles did not return calls 
for this story, although he has 
said in the past that there is no 
union-organized effort to write 
fewer tickets.

“There has been no change in 
our commitment to serve and 
protect the citizens of Aurora,” 
Biles wrote in a recent letter to 
the editor. “Contrary to what 
The Beacon News inferred, we 

are busier than ever, making 
more traffi c stops than last year 
and having more contacts with 
the public.”

Numbers released by the city, 
however, show traffic stops — 
not just tickets — are down about 
10 percent from Jan. 1 to May 
19.

In addition to the commis-
sion’s proposed subpoena pow-
ers, Biles also outlined three 
other union concerns:
■ The department is 18 offi cers 
below full strength.
■ Long-established procedures 
have been abruptly changed.
■ Attempts to communicate con-
cerns to management have not 
been successful.

Police leadership said they 
have started to address some of 
those concerns, including hiring 
16 people this month — their 
largest class in years. Otherwise, 
they believe their offi cers are out 
there doing the right things.

“We still think the offi cers are 
out there doing a hell of a job,” 
said Cmdr. Mike Gillofo.

mhanley@scn1.com

The Beacon News
USPS 037-800 

Published daily by Fox Valley Publications 
Inc., 3101 U.S. 30, Plainfield, IL 60544. 
Periodical postage paid at Plainfield, 
IL 60544. Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Beacon News, 101 S. 
River St., Aurora, IL 60506. 

Inside

today’s
BeaconNews

Vol. 160 / No. 182
 3 sections, 26 pages

A: News
B: Sports / Classifi ed
C: Voice
Business / A8
Comics / C3
Crossword / C3
Dear Abby / C2
Dr. Gott / C4  
 Lotteries / A10 
Movies / C2 
Obituaries / A9 
Openline / A7
Police blotter / A8 
Scoreboard / B2
Sudoku / C3
Television / C3
Viewpoint / A7
Weather / A12

 The Beacon News
A Sun-Times Media Group publication

Office
101 S. River St., Aurora, IL 60506
Lobby hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.   
Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

Newspaper delivery
Joe Weber, manager
Customer service 
  (630) 844-5800 or 
(800) 244-5844; e-mail 
customerservice@scn1.com. 

Customer service hours
6:30 a.m.- 6 p.m. weekdays
7 a.m. - 11 a.m. Saturdays
8-11 a.m. Sundays and holidays
Home delivery times
6:30 a.m. weekdays
8 a.m. weekends and holidays 

If you do not receive your paper by 
our delivery deadline, please call 
customer service before 10 a.m. 
weekdays (or 11 a.m. weekends) and 
we will deliver your paper by noon. 

Pricing
Home delivery: $3.25 weekly; $2.25  
Friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus 
intermittent holiday issues). Mail 
subscriptions: $4 weekly. Newsstand 
prices: 50 cents daily, $1.50 Sunday.

Advertising
Display advertising
Mike Bertok, manager
Call (630) 844-5859 from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.  weekdays.
Classified advertising: 
Deb Ryan, classified manager
Call (630) 264-3550 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays.
On-line advertising: 
Call (815) 439-4377 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays

Obituaries 
Call (630) 844-5811 between 8 
a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays; (630) 
801-5401 after 6 p.m. weekdays or 
4 to 8 p.m. weekends and holidays.

Newsroom
Rick Nagel, Editor/Publisher, (630) 
844-5840; Denise Crosby, Manag-
ing Editor, (630) 844-5870

Main newsroom number: (630) 844-
5900; Fax: (630) 844-1043

Send e-mail to staff members at:
first initial last name@scn1.com
Example: jrussell@scn1.com 

News question or complaint? Call 
John Russell (630) 844-5902
To suggest a story or photo for any 
section: Call Associate Editor John 
Russell (630) 844-5902
To submit a press release for any 
section: Call Community News 
Editor Janet Zohorsky or Service 
Editor Brian Pitt at (630) 844-5900; 
e-mail beaconourtowns@scn1.com
Local news editors: Associate Edi-
tor John Russell (630) 844-5902; 
Opinions Editor Dave Parro (630) 
801-5495
Reporters:  Dave Garbe (630) 844-
5889; Heather Gillers (630) 844-
5966; Matt Hanley (630) 801-5414; 
Steve Lord (630) 844-5926; Chris-
tine Moyer (630) 844-5955;  Andre 
Salles (630) 844-5845; Tim Wagner 
(630) 801-5487; Justina Wang 
(630) 844-5891; Kristen Zambo, 
(630) 844-5883
Photographers: Photo Editor 
Marianne Mather (630) 801-5413;  
Heather Eidson (630) 844-5803; 
Craig Watson (630) 844-5803
Business, Entertainment, and Special 
Sections: Sections Editor Dan Waitt 
(630) 844-5829 
Voice: Associate Editor Mike Cetera 
(630) 844-5853
Editors and designers:  News Edi-
tor Tom Johnson (630) 844-5888; 
Design Editor Jennifer Mesenbrink 
(630) 844-5886; Jeff Frosch (630) 
844-5892; Johnathon Strube (630) 
844-5887; Charlotte Gillette (630) 
844-5893; P. Joseph Gillette (630) 
844-5820; Bryan Noonan (630) 844-
5885; Brad Melges (630) 844-5962 
Sports: Sports Editor Todd Adams 
(630) 844-5954; Assistant Sports 
Editor Jason Bauman (630) 801-
5491; Rick Armstrong (630) 844-
5912; Bill Kindt (630) 844-5878; 
Mike Knapp (630) 844-5911

Web site
www.beaconnewsonline.com
Online content specialist: Joseph 
DeRosier (630) 844-5957

Want to help?
American Voices, the sec-

ond Fox Valley Philhar-
monic concert, will begin 
at 7 p.m. July 1 at West 
Aurora High School. 
Tickets are $15, or $10 
for students and seniors. 
Call (630) 879-8018 
or visit www.fyso.com. 
Donations can be sent 
to Fox Valley Academy 
of Music Performance, 
420 W. Downer Place, 
Aurora, IL 60506.

Lifelong illness claims Aurora teen
By Justina Wang
STAFF WRITER

Since he arrived in Aurora, 
16-year-old Diego Alvarez had 
provided plenty of reasons to be-
lieve in long-shot hopes.

Diagnosed at 4 months old 
with cystic fi brosis, an incurable 
and progressive genetic disease, 
Diego had a heap of misfor-
tunes, to be sure. His family 
came from Mexico City in 2005 
to visit relatives and research 
better treatment. Weeks after 
he arrived in Aurora, he caught 
a virus that infected his lungs 
and left him too sick to travel.

But in times of trouble, small 
miracles seemed at work.

When his family found them-
selves with few connections in a 
strange country, local advocates 
from Aurora’s League of United 
Latin American Citizens council 
and Centro Cristo Rey reached 
out. With their help and some 

press, sympathetic community 
members touched by the Alva-
rez’s story stepped up with do-
n a t i o n s  t o t a l i n g  n e a r l y 
$75,000.

Then, when University Medi-
cal Center in Tucson, Ariz., ap-
peared to be the hospital that 
would perform a double-lung 
transplant, a doctor heard about 
his case and offered to do the 
procedure at Loyola University 
Medical Center in Maywood.

And when Diego’s legal status 
— the family’s tourist visa ex-
pired last May — disqualifi ed 
him for the transplant at Loyola, 
an ethics board decided not only 
to accept him, but to put his 
name at the top of the list. 

So after he came down with 
pneumonia last month, and even 
after he then contracted chicken 
pox while in the hospital, hope 
was not an unreasonable 
thought. But on Monday eve-
ning, the teen who loved to draw 

died at Loyola after spending his 
life overcoming odds.

“We all knew what the situa-
tion was, but we weren’t ready 
for this to come so soon,” said 
Marisela Rodriguez-Garcia, 
who has served as a spokesper-
son and translator for the family. 
“Given his circumstances, and 
given how advanced this disease 
was, he was living a semi-nor-
mal life.”

Before the pneumonia, Diego 
had been living at home, under-
going his inhalation treatments 
as he waited for a donor. Though 
his body was the size of an 11-
year-old, he had gained weight 
and strength, Rodriguez-Garcia 
said.

After he caught the virus, his 
condition worsened and doctors 
inserted a breathing tube last 
week.

Though they’re grieving, Di-
ego’s family wants to make sure  
community members know how 

thankful they are for the sup-
port.

They’ve listed Diego as a 
donor, trying to help others with 
his usable organs.

And they want to give long-
shot hopes to other children 
with  his disease — the money 
they raised for his procedure, 
after helping to pay for funeral 
costs, will go to cystic fi brosis 
foundations.

Diego is survived by his 
mother, Sylvia; his father, Diego; 
sister Brenda, 19; and brother 
Edgar, 8. The family is planning 
to move back to Mexico after 
the funeral services.

Visitation will be from 2 to 8 
p.m. Thursday at Daleiden Mor-
tuary, 220 N. Lake St., Aurora. 
A funeral Mass will be held at 9 
a.m. Friday at St. Rita of Cascia 
Church, 750 Old Indian Trail, 
Aurora.

Diego’s body will be shipped 
to Mexico City for burial.

Keepsakes items
■ Besides basic, free an-
nouncements, Keepsakes 
may be enhanced with ad-
ditional information, larger 
photos or color photos for a 
fee. Laminated copies of your 
item are available for a fee.
■ Call (630) 844-5816 for 
more details on fees or to 
request a Keepsakes form to 
submit your information. We 
accept either black-and-white 
or color photos. Provide a 
stamped, self-addressed en-
velope for their return.
■ Material must be in our 
possession by noon Friday 
17 days prior to the Sunday 
of publication.

10) Celebrate the red, white & blue in our
produce department - watermellon, cherries,

blueberries, raspberries & more!
9) We've got the best meat in town! Sausages-burger-

steaks... need something special? Call ahead & we'll have it
ready!

8) Convenience-everything you need for your 4th of July celebration
& so easy to shop!
7) Prisco's has been serving supplies for Fourth of July celebrations in
Aurora for 80 years! We'll make your party spectacular!
6) Prisco's customer service is legendary-yes folks,
you CAN have a great shopping experience!
5) You can't come to Prisco's? We'll come to you!
Great home delivery for a nominal fee!

4) Variety & Assortment - great selections of olive oils, pastas, frozen
foods, produce, meats, our famous sausages, deli sandwiches, wines,
beers, jams, jellies - 1,000's of items!

3) We're expanding to even better serve you-come check out our progress!
2) International beers & wines, as well as the domestic favorites-
all are at Prisco's for your enjoyment.

SALE STARTS 6/20/07 ENDS 6/26/07

GROUND
CHUCK
$199

5# Family Pack

RED
SEEDLESS
GRAPES

99¢lb.

SARA LEE
TURKEY
BREAST

$249
1/2 lb.

lb.
GRADE A
LARGE
EGGS

89¢
DOZ.

PRISCO'SPRISCO'S
Top 10op 10 ReasonsReasons To Shopo Shop

PRISCO'SPRISCO'S
4th of J4th of July Pre-Holiday Sale!y Pre-Holiday Sale!

Top 10 Reasons To Shop
PRISCO'S

4th of July Pre-Holiday Sale!

110 8 PRAIRIE ST. • AURORA • 264-9400 Meat 9401 Deli 9402
Hours: Mon-Fri 7-9 • Sat 7-8 • Sun 8-7 • Holidays 8-5

#1 Reason) We live in the greatest
country on the planet.

Prisco's salutes the USA!

COUPON
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